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Ash Wednesday:

A Spiritual Journey from Lent to Easter to Pentecost

Ashes to Fire. In nature, the
process is actually reversed. A hot,
blazing fire consumes all its sources
of energy and only ashes remain to
testify to the inferno. Fire to Ashes,
and when you are left with ashes,
the fire is over. The life of Jesus
was similar to a fired powerful, forceful, and light
-giving. But when he was crucified, it seemed as if
the fire had been shockingly extinguished and the
disciples were left to rummage through cold ashes.
Fire to ashes with little hope to expect more. But
three days later, Jesus rose from the dead. And

Beginning with Ash Wednesday, you are invited to a
journey from Ashes to Fire. Ashes to Fire is an
intentional journey with Jesus from Ash Wednesday
through the season of Lent to Easter and on to
Pentecost Sundayfrom penitence to praise to
power. The ultimate goal is personal spiritual
renewal and congregational revival as we set out on
our journey that ends in the fire of the Holy Spirit.
Beginning on Ash Wednesday and continuing for
fourteen Sundays, we will be following Jesus as he
walked from the ashes of the cross to the fire of the
resurrection and Pentecost. Devotional books with
prayers and readings for each day are available.

forty days after that, he ascended into heaven. And Life groups will also be following along as well. Let

ten days later, he sent the Holy Spirit to bring that

us join together with each other as we walk

same fire of Jesus into the very hearts of those who alongside Jesus and experience our own Ashes to

believed in Jesus. Ashes to Fire indeed.

Fire. Grace and peace,

Pastor Tim

Pre-Order YourAshes to FireDevotional Book

This 14-week devotional book includes daily scripture readings from the OId
Testament and New Testament, prayers, and each Sunday, a small sermon with

journaling space. This book is specifically designed to be used, either individually or
for small groups, from Ash Wednesday to Pentecost. It will create an intentional and
intensive fellowship with Jesus by guiding us through worship, personal Bible study,
daily devotions, and spiritual readings.

These books are a great resource available to us as we embark on this spiritual
journey. We encourage everyone to pick up a copy and follow along. Each book is
$10 and you can preorder your copy by marking a communication card on Sunday
morning or by contacting the church office.
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A specialAsh Wednesday Service on February 22nd at
7pm, marks the beginning of the season of Lent. Ash
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What is Ash Wednesday and Lent?
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were preparing to be baptized on Easter. They were called
catechumens and, during the 40 days prior to Easter, they

Wednesday derives its name from the custom of making theepented, studied and sacrificedater, in the church, Lent
cross
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tance and dependence upon the grace of God. The ashes gjgy days (not counting Sundays) prior to EasiEne 40

are burned. The custom of ashes comes from the old form gfior to beginning his public ministry.
sorrow over sin, where the person publicly wore sdoth (a

cheap, uncomfortable shirt) and rubbed ashes all over to

show repentance for some sin.

The Lenten season has been celebrated for centuries by
around
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Today we too participate in the Lenten season during the 40

days before Easter, preparing for the celebration of our risen
Lord. During fasting, prayer, meditation, and devotions, we,
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goes back to the early Church when the new Christizres
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like Jesus, grow in our dependence on the Lord and will find
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Team Day 2012

Join us on March 10th at 8AM at the Perry High School for
Team Day. This collaborative event among the three

Kids Take the Ultimate Challenge

This February, Praise Station, the 11AM worship time for
children in first through sixth grade, is taking the ultimate
challenge of showing the highest degree of honor. Looking

Nazarene districts in MIChlgan is deS|gned to GQU|p, train an% David as a mentor and exp|or|ng his life in 1 and 2 Sam-

encourage those serving in various ministry areas in the
church. Whet her youbve
or havendét started yet,
preparation. Hundreds of people from Nazarene churches
throughout Michigan will come together for workshops

covering topics in leadership, administration, music, worship
yout;

di scipleship, mi ssions

uel, they wild!l define honor
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thinking of someone? Whether that person is a teacher,
coach, friend or family member, he or she is valuable to
you You recognize that this person is important because

hat the impacts your life. Byt did you know
el dheis Gahbtod TnSd . v 304 bhce.guf 1 © S -

registration by February 14th is $25 or $35 by February 28thma||man your baby3|tter and your ne|ghﬁ)dhey are all

Registration forms with
workshop details are
located on the Resource

Mobilizing Michigan table or online at
for www.minaz.org. To learn
Ministry more, contact the church

office or John & Darlene
Harris.

REVEALING GOD AND OURSELVES
THROUGH THE ARTS

Reveal Series Spotlights Local Artists
March 2, 2012 from 7pm-9pm

AThe Reveal Seriesodo is abq
might see God in art and us. We will be featuring original
and music by members and friends of our community of fai

I f you have artwork, phot ¢
to share during this coffee house style evening, please cd
Pastor Lonny at the church office or by email.
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and presenting our gifts and talents to the community so the
al

valuable.

Every person has value, not because of what they do, but
because each and every person has been put together by
God. When God created people, He made them in His im-
age. That means every person alive today has been put to-
gether in the likeness of God. So every person has value.
And itds our job to help eve

When we show other people how valuable they really are,
we are showing them honor. There are many ways to honor
someone. Moses gave us the Ten Commandments to teach
us to honor our mother and father (Exodus 20:12). Paul
taught us to honor the authorities who have been placed
over us on earth (Romans 13:1). When Jesus was on eatrth,
He taught us to honor every@neven those who are over-
looked and unpopular.

During February, Praise Station kids will learn to honor
those who are overlooked; honor others more than them-
selves; honor those who are over them; and honor God in
front of others.

Contact Deb Peisert (8G8158) to get involved and share
in this challenge with our Praise Station kids.

-

h €

THE yN —

* Il-TIHHTtE .
ACHHLLE“EE '

y 0 u €

GIVING THELHIGHEST DEEREE OF, HONOR
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Each Week in February

Sunday morning

9:00 Early worship
10:00 Sunday School

11:00 Morning Worship
Praise Station
Little Lighthouse Kids ) o ] )
Wednesday evening Online Giving Is Now Available on Our Church Website
6:30 Mends Fratejr Withmore people completing financial transactions online, we have found

Financial Peace that the option of making online contributions with secure, confidential

Grief Share

childrends |Qsoftwareniga benefit and convenience to many. Enroll in online giving ky
700 Teen Gathering clicking on the fAOnline Givingo |

Adult Bible Study Just as we currently do with any contribution, all online transactions will pe

Womends Bi bl e tudy T .

Caravans credited on your individual quarterly and year end giving statements. If

Paid nursery staff is available you havg guestions or need assistance, please contact the church office,
during all service times. Pastor Tim or our treasurer, Peggy Montpas.
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